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Support a child in need with a Y membership by giving to our Open Doors Campaign
Three ways to support the YMCA so they can support others in our community:

1. Mail a donation to the YMCA
2. https://norwichny.wixsite.com/opendoors
3. Venmo@NorwichYMCA

A YMCA 
Gift Card Is The 

Perfect Fit For The 
Holidays Too!

EmpireWirelessllc.com
“The DISH/
WiFi Guys 

In 
Sherburne”

CB Radio
Sales & Repairs and 

2-Way Radios

Local, 
Experienced & 

Helpful Customer 
Service

IF YOU RECEIVE A 
GIFT CARD FROM 
DISH... WE WILL 
HONOR IT!

HD Smart TVs in stock.
Delivery & set-up available.
• Prices vary, distributor pricing
• 32” - 55” in stock
• Larger sizes available, call for pricing

CHECK OUT OUR RATINGS ON GOOGLE!

Gift Cards for 
Undercoating Available
They make the perfect gift
for that “hard-to-buy-for” 
person!

Sales & Installation of
Dish TV/ Starlink/ Viasat/
Empi Wifi/ CB Shop & Repair/ 
Undercoating

Unlimited
Internet

Available

Holiday shopping dominates many people’s free time between the day after 
Thanksgiving and the final days before Christmas. While many people may shop 
‘til they drop on Black Friday and Cyber Monday, those days still account for a 
relatively small amount of the hundreds of billions of dollars that are spent each 
holiday season.
Shoppers now have a bevy of options at their disposal as they embark on holiday 
shopping season. Traditional in-store retailers are still around, and online 
shopping continues to grow in popularity with each holiday season. But many 
holiday shoppers are looking to buy local this holiday season, and such a 
decision can pay a host of dividends for both shoppers and the communities they 
call home.
• Buying local benefits your local economy. Studies from Civic Economics, an 
economics and strategics planning firm, found that independent, locally-owned 
retailers return a far greater percentage of their revenue into their local 
economies than national chain stores. One such study examined the disparity 
between revenue recirculation among independent, locally-owned businesses in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, versus four major national chains in the city. The 
former recirculated 51.1 percent of revenue into the local economy, while the 
latter recirculated less than 14 percent. Similar results were discovered in many 
cities, indicating that buying local not only benefits local business owners, but 
also the communities those owners and their customers call home.
• Buying local creates jobs in your community. One of the biggest ways local 
business owners in Raleigh recirculated their revenue in the local economy was 
job creation. While national chains also create jobs, such jobs only benefit your 
community if the chains are located within your community. If your local mall is 
a considerable drive away, chances are the chains within that mall are not 
employing many of your fellow community members. Local businesses in your 
community are more likely to employ residents of your town.
• Shopping local may provide access to more unique gifts. In addition to the 
economic benefits of buying local, shoppers may find merchandise made by local 
craftsmen is more unique than mass-produced items found on the shelves of 
national retailers. Recipients may cherish more unique items that they cannot 

The Benefits To 
Buying Local This 
Holiday Season



Gift Giver’s Guide / December 2023 3

116 Warn Pond Road, Rte. 12 South, Oxford, NY

The Only 
Independent/Family 
Owned Kitchen Design 
Center in the Area

JUST MINUTES FROM OXFORD!

(607) 843-9834 • www.fabershome.com

FLOORING

COUNTERTOPS
• Quartz • Granite • Laminate

Come to the #1 
Design Center in 
Chenango County!

Jennifer DeCaro 
is ready to help 
make your new 
kitchen and bath 
dreams become
a reality.

• Hardwood
• Engineered Wood
• Luxury Vinyl 

Plank & Tile
• Tile
• Flexitec

Now a Certified
Wedi Installer!

SAVE 10% OFF
OMEGA CABINETRY

Now through 1/6/23

FREE PAINT UPGRADE
on Wellborn Forest Classic, Supreme

and Elite lines.
Now through 1/27/23.  (standard paint only)

find on their own, and that appreciation may even spur them to visit more local 
retailers after the holiday season has come and gone, benefiting their own 
communities in so doing.
• Local business may provide a more personal touch. Buying from national 
chains has its advantages, but customer service is not always one of them. 
Should your loved ones encounter problems with their gift that requires 
assistance, they might be forced to wait on the phone for extended periods of 
time as they and thousands of others wait for customer service representatives to 
answer their calls. Local businesses do not deal with nearly the volume of 
customers as national retailers and, therefore, are capable of addressing concerns 
more quickly and personally than large chains. 
Buying local not only benefits small business owners, but it also pays dividends 
for their customers and the communities they call home.  GG159480
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Annie’s Thrift Shop

5311 NY-12 Norwich 2 miles south of Norwich

Like Us 
On:607-244-3771

OPEN Mon.- Sat. 9 AM - 5 PMWe Support 

50 Shades of 

Perr-fect!

We’ve made our list and checked
 it twice, and customers like you 

top the“nice” bunch! 
Thanks for sharing so many 
good times with us in 2023. 

We’re grateful to have such 
wonderful friends and 

.neighbors here.

You’re On You’re On 
Our List!Our List!

We have SOMETHING for EVERYONE
on your list...and at a lot LESS COST. 
You will be AMAZED at how much 
more you can get for your hard 
earned money.

2 FLOORS and a BACK ROOM PACKED 
FULL of all kinds of merchandise.

THANK YOU to our many regular 
customers. If you haven’t been in 
recently, we hope to see you during 
the holidays. If you’ve never been in...
do yourself a favor and check us out. 
YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU DID!

Get an extra 

Annie’s 
MONEY SAVER COUPON

10%
Coupon good now thru 12/21/23

your total purchase 
with this coupon

Annie’s Thrift Shop

OFF

“One Card, 
Two Great Eateries!”

A Gift Card From Fred’s Inn
or Park Place.

Offer good thru Dec. 24th

FREE $10 GIFT CARD
with $50 Gift Card Purchase 

FREE $20 GIFT CARD
with $100 Gift Card Purchase

Surprise Someone with a Gift they can enjoy year round.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
7-9 East Park Place, Norwich, NY
607-336-PARK (7275)
www.fredsinnparkplace.com

Pay Per View Full Service Restaurant

Find Us On 
Facebook

Chenango County’s
Most Famous Steakhouse

Please call early for reservations 
607-334-9282

Fax 607-336-6767www.fredsinnparkplace.com

Rte. 12, 3 miles south of Norwich

Serving Central New York 1941. 
The best food, best service, 

at the best prices!

Now Taking 
Reservations 
for Holiday 
Banquets

Now till Dec. 31, 2023...

Gingerbread cookies and houses are one of the many symbols of the 
holiday season, alongside Christmas trees and twinkling lights. In fact, 
few confections symbolize the holidays more so than gingerbread. 
Many a child (or a child at heart) has spent hours carefully trying to 
create decorative gingerbread houses. Although gingerbread recipes 
span various cultures, gingerbread houses originated in 16th century 

Germany. The fairy tale “Hansel 
and Gretel” helped solidify the 
popularity of gingerbread, which 
became part of Christmas 
traditions. 
Even though gingerbread houses 
can be fun to make, there’s no 
denying it can be exacting work — 
especially for those who strive for 
perfection. Prepackaged kits 
attempt to take some of the 
guesswork out of the equation, but 

those who are crafting from scratch can employ these tips as they build 
their gingerbread houses.
• Go for form and not flavor. Few gingerbread houses ever get eaten, so 
focus on finding a dough that will bake up rock hard as opposed to one 
that tastes good. 
• Get the right icing texture. Pastry artist Catherine Beddall says royal 
icing is the preferred “glue” to adhere gingerbread pieces. Beddall says 
icing should be thick like peanut butter and not runny. 

How to create
a durable 
gingerbread house

Cut out templates 
using cardboard or 

posterboard for 
various gingerbread 

pieces.
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Superior Heating & 
Air Duct Cleaning

Kirk Gardner
607-349-0831

Heating, Electric, Air Conditioning, 
Plumbing, Carpentry,

Home Repair

Have A Truck Lover On 
Your Christmas List?

Fiberglass Truck Caps & Tonneau Covers

•  Aluminum 
Truck Caps

•  Tonneau Covers- 
Soft & Hard

•  Step Bars
•  Bedliners
•  Accessories

ORDER NOW 
AND SAVE

any Jeraco Fiberglass 
Truck Cap ordered 
any time in 
November and 
December 2023

$100 OFF

A Delicious
Gift That 
Everyone
Would Enjoy...

PIZZERIA
& RESTAURANT

843-6555
Corner S. Canal St., Oxford

Open 7 days a week

• Mind the dough. Do not roll out the gingerbread dough too thin or 
it may become brittle after being cooked. Always cut out shapes 
before the gingerbread is baked. Let the baked pieces sit overnight to 
cool completely before using them to build.
• Patience is key. Allow the icing to dry for at least a couple of hours 
after adhering each piece and before moving and handling the house, 
says Beddall. Work in stages so that individual items can be 
decorated and allowed to dry. Then the walls can be put together, 
followed by the roof pieces.
• Kids likely will need help. Children may not have the patience or 
steadiness to handle complete gingerbread construction. They can 
decorate the separate pieces of the house while the components are 
laying flat, which is easier for kids. Adults can do the main assembly 
later on.
• Utilize a template. Free-handing may not be easy. Cut out templates 
using cardboard or posterboard for various gingerbread pieces.
One of the most important tips is to have fun. Don’t take gingerbread 
house making too seriously as a novice. Rather, enjoy the experience 
and the centuries-old tradition. TF19C530
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This Year Buy a Gift
That Keeps On Giving...

Full line of
Toro Snowblowers
to make the job easy.

For fun or work, the
Landmaster
Utility Vehicle
is everything you will love.

Don’t forget your 
little wood cutter 
this holiday 
season.

Holiday gift-giving etiquette can be confusing, especially when it comes to 
gifting those men and women who aren’t necessarily friends or family 
members, but still help us out in a variety of ways. Deciding how to thank the 
people who intersect our lives by delivering mail or cleaning the pool can take
a little ingenuity.
Gifting preferences often vary from region to region. What might be 
acceptable in a certain area of the country may be frowned upon elsewhere. 
For example, in urban areas cash gifts are usually appreciated, whereas rural, 
close-knit communities tend to give homemade gifts. The rule to remember, 
above all, is that if a gift is given with good intentions, it should be happily 
received. That being said, here are some general guidelines for gifting those 
men and women who help us throughout the year.
• Determine your list. Think about the people with whom you interact 
regularly. The sanitation workers who pick up the trash twice a week and your
mail carrier may take priority over the hairstylist you visit once every month 
or two. 
• Establish a budget. The holiday season can be costly, so set a firm limit on 
what you plan to give, perhaps between $10 and $20 each, and stick to that 
budget for each recipient.
• Recognize that not everyone is allowed to accept gifts. Some service 
providers are not allowed to accept cash gifts or presents. Government 
employees, for example, may be prohibited from accepting cash gifts or gifts 
that exceed a predetermined amount. With this in mind, gloves or a gift basket
may be your best option.

Gifting Those
Who Help Us 
Throughout 
The Year
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Don’t Forget Our 
Easy Lay-A-Way 
For Christmas!

SHERBURNE SPORTS
PARTS & ACCESSORIES

Burt Matott, Jr. • Phone/Fax: 607-674-9281
84 North Main Street, Sherburne, NY 13460

M-F 10-5; Sat. 10-2; Sun. 9-1 (December-March)
Email: sherburnesports@frontiernet.net • www.sherburnesports.com

Moose
(made in America) 

Plows 
Available
Call for pricing.

We carry a large selection of OEM parts for 
Snowmobiles, ATVs & Motorcycles.

ATV
Tire Special

We carry Winter Gloves, Hats, Pants, Bibs,
Face Masks & Helmets

Brand Names such as:  CastleX  HJC  GMAX
 Fulmer  Z1R  AFX & so much more!

We have a full line of motorcycle wear (street & dirt):
• Leather Jackets & Gloves, etc. • Belts • Oil Plugs

• Carbides • Tracks

Sedona Coyote & Moose Splitter25x8x12 or 25x10x12Four Tires
only

$34995

MOOSE 
E-BIKES HAVE 

ARRIVED!
$799

We have Gift Certificates!

The Best
Gifts Come in 
Small Packages.

Call For Holiday Hours

REESE-MARSHALL reminds you that 
cold weather is upon us.

Share the
warmth with your 

loved ones this 
holiday season with 

a gift card from 
Reese-Marshall

6254 County Road 32, Norwich, NY 13815
PHONE (607) 334-3633

Nights, Sundays & Holidays (607) 334-7970
www.reesemarshall.com • email: info@reesemarshall.com

• Gift a little more to personal care professionals. Your hairstylists, masseuse 
or anyone who performs more personal tasks for you may warrant a larger gift. 
Etiquette suggests giving a gift equal to the price of one session of service, 
even if that gift is cash. Therefore if your hair cut costs $35, gift $35.
• Health and child care employees warrant special treatment. A private nurse, 
nanny or nursing home worker should be gifted for the holidays. Avoid cash 
gifts with health service providers, opting for a more personal gift that is a 
token of your affection and appreciation.
If gifts are not allowed, consider making a charitable donation in the
person’s name.  
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1272 East Side Rd., 
MORRIS NY 

13808 607-263-2030 
Hours: Tues., Wed. & Sat. 9 am - 5 pm

Thurs. & Fri. 9 am - 6 pm
Closed Sunday and Monday

“Local” to Weaver’s 
Farm Market means 
Otsego and adjoining 
Counties. We buy from 
60 local farmers, bakers 
and crafters.

WEAVER’SWEAVER’S
FARM MARKETFARM MARKET

• Deli: 50 Meats and Cheeses
• Bulk Foods: Baking Supplies,  
   Snacks, Nuts & Seeds, 
   Pastas & More 
• Fresh Produce: Over 

 50 Fruits & Vegetables 
• Organic and Gluten Free 
   Products: Large Selection
• Local Beef, Pork, Lamb & Chicken
• Over 100 Candies to choose from 
• Local Crafts
• Local Homemade Candles
• Cobble Hill Puzzles (large selection)
• Housewares

Thank You
For Shopping 
Local!

We Look Forward To Serving You!

Open
Year ‘Round

Payment
by Cash or Check

NO CREDIT CARDS

FAMILY 
GATHERINGS 
OR COMPANY 
BANQUETS?

Order Your Fruit, 
Vegetable and Meat & 

Cheese Platters for 
the Holidays! 

Stock Up
On Holiday
    Essentials and Save

Large Selection of Local Baked Goods

WEAVER’SWEAVER’S
FARM MARKETFARM MARKET

We Have
GIFT CERTIFICATES!
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Monday–Saturday 
11:00 AM to Close

Sunday 
Noon to Close

Takeout Now 
Available

Offering a Wide Variety Such As:
• Burgers • Wraps
• Sandwiches • Wings
• Salads • Chili
• Appetizers like; • Clams
     Nacho’s and Loaded Fries

Just to Name a Few

Home of the

GIANT

A Very Tasteful Gift
that can be used year-’round

Serving Lunch and Dinner

Kids Menu Available
Expanded Seating for Your Comfort

1 Main St., 
Oxford, NY

607-843-5255
Monday-Saturday
11 am to close;

Sunday noon to close

If Pop
Can’t Fix It 

No One
Can!

• 40 Years of 
Experience 

• Fully Insured

HOME REPAIRS
HANDYMAN SERVICE

One Stop Shopping, 
WE DO IT ALL–BIG OR SMALL

       Gregory “Pop” Huzinec, Sr.
Office: 607-373-3723 l Cell: 607-888-0076

Complete plumbing service, flooring, lights, 
fans, locks, windows, complete tile service, 
painting, carpentry, sheet rock repair, doors, 
bathroom kitchen repairs, trim. 

Get Your Home Holiday-Ready With 
Our Expert Handyman Services!
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CHENANGO COUNTY’S HOMETOWN DAILY
Offer good thru 1/31/2024

* Price reflects $25 discount. To qualify you must 
be a new customer or inactive for 30 days.

Just in time for the holidays. When you start a new 6 month subscription to
The Evening Sun, we will take 25 dollars off our already low subscription rate. 
Give a new subscription to yourself, a friend or a relative. It makes a great gift.

(25 Bucks!)

Just in time

for the holidays.

Limited Time Offer... 

Call Today!

To take advantage of this

holiday offer, call 607-337-3087
New 6 month subscription - $182.00
Visa, MasterCard and Discover Accepted

Visit The Wolf Mountain 
Nature Center & Gift Shop

for the most unique gifts.
562 Hopkins-Crandall Rd., Smyrna, NY 13464

We are located between Plymouth and Smyrna 
on the Hopkins Crandall Road.

Open Sundays now through December 17th
noon - 4 pm • 607-627-6784

cash/checks accepted, no credit/debit cards
www.thewolfmountainnaturecenter.org

• Wildlife Stocking Stuffers • Locally Handmade Soaps 
• Balsam Fir Products
• Wolf Puzzles 
• Coffee Mugs 
• Plush Animals
• Wolf Blankets 
• Wolf Design T-Shirts & 

Sweatshirt Hoodies
And So Much More!

Like us on

“Winter With The Wolves” 
Sunday, December 10th • 11 am - 3 pm

Visits from the sled dogs of Smoky Hill – Watch as the wolves receive 
and open their special holiday gifts. 

Also join us for hot cocoa and cookies while you gift shop!! 
Most of our unique quality gifts are under $25!

Admission: $8 (kids 5 & under free)

Gatherings of family and friends are a big part of the holiday season. 
Hosting such gatherings can be a great way to show loved ones how 
much you appreciate them, and hosting also saves hosts the trouble of 
traveling during one of the most hectic travel seasons of the year.
When hosting a large crowd at home, space can be a difficult hurdle to 
clear. However, a few helpful strategies can help space-starved hosts pull 
off a holiday soiree where everyone is comfortable.
• Pare down the menu. Holiday feasts don’t have to resemble medieval 
banquets with excessive amounts of food and drink. Hosts with small 
kitchens and tiny dining quarters can pare down the menu, limiting 
offerings to just a single entree and a few simple side dishes, so 
everyone feels comfortable at the table and has ample room to eat. A 
small menu also gives hosts more time to spend with their loved ones 
during the festivities.
• Don’t overdo it on drinks, either. When planning the drinks menu, 
avoid offering cocktails, which take time to prepare and often require 
guests to visit the kitchen for refrigerated ingredients. Limit drinks to 
wine, beer, water, and soft drinks, storing cold beverages in a cooler kept 
outside on a front or back porch or in an area outside the kitchen so 
cooks can work without interruption.
• Move some furniture. If your main living space is small, consider 
moving some bulky furniture into a bedroom or office where guests 
won’t be spending time. Then make better use of the open living space 
by placing folding chairs or other accommodations to ensure there’s 
ample seating for everyone. A single recliner can only be enjoyed by one 
person, but removing it from a room may create enough space for as 
many as three folding chairs.

Holiday hosting 
in small spaces
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33-39 Court St., Norwich, NY 13815
WWW.HOSPICECHENANGO.ORG    (607) 334-3556

@HospiceChenangoWWW.HOSPICECHENANGO.ORG    (607) 334-3556

WOODEN ROCKING MOOSE 
RAFFLE!
(Handmade wooden rocking moose 
made and donated by local artisan 
John Knapp.  Perfect for a toddler 
sized child or for display!”)

TREE OF REMEMBRANCE
(Colored Glass Bulbs, 2 colors to 
choose from.)

ANGELS
(Variety of Angel Designs painted 
on wooden discs.)

TREE OF LIFE
(Stained glass in assorted 
colors with metal accents.)

Hospice and Palliative Care 
of Chenango County

2023 Ornament Sale

Drawing will be on Friday, Dec. 8th

Gifts for everyone Gifts for everyone 
on your liston your list

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. 11am - 4pm

Thursday 11am - 8pm, Saturday 11am - 4pm
Christmas Eve 12/24, 10am - 1pm

41 South Broad Street, Norwich, NY 13815
607-373-3980

• Go small on decorations. If you know you’ll be hosting in advance of 
the holiday season, decorate with guests in mind. That might mean 
skipping a six-foot Christmas tree in favor of one that takes up less 
space. Avoid leaving any fragile decorations out, as adults or 
overexcited kids may knock them over as they try to navigate a 
cramped space. 
Holiday hosting can be fun, even in small spaces. A few simple tricks 
can make even the smallest spaces accommodating.  HL19A275

Te s t  Yo u r  K n o w l e d g e  O f
P o p u l a r  C h r i s t m a s  M o v i e s  

1. “The Grinch Who Stole Christmas” 2. “Miracle on 34th Street” 3. “The Simpson’s Christmas” 4. “A Christmas 
Story” 5. “Home Alone” 6. “The Holiday” 7. “The Santa Clause” 8. “White Christmas” 9. “Jingle All the Way” 
10. “A Charlie Brown Christmas” 11. “A Christmas Carol” 12. “The Polar Express” 13. “The Muppets Christmas 
Carol” 14. “Gremlins” 15. “Bad Santa” 16. “The Nightmare Before Christmas” 17. “Babes in Toyland” 18. “Elf”

Watching Christmas movies is a holiday 
tradition for many families. So much so 
that lines from popular movies are easily 
remembered and recognized. Those who 
can recite movies verbatim might enjoy 
testing their mettle with the following 
Christmas quiz loaded with memorable 
quotes from some holiday classics.

Movie Quotes Quiz
1. “It came without ribbons. It came 
without tags. It came without packages, 
boxes or bags.”
2. “Uh, since the United States 
Government declares this man to be 
Santa Claus, this court will not dispute 
it. Case dismissed.”
3. “If TV has taught me anything, it’s 
that miracles always happen to poor kids 
at Christmas. It happened to Tiny Tim, it 
happened to Charlie Brown, it happened 
to The Smurfs, and it’s gonna happen to 
us!”
4. “I want an official Red Ryder, carbine 
action, 200 shot range model air rifle.”
5. “Bless this highly nutritious 
microwavable macaroni and cheese 
dinner and the people who sold it on 
sale. Amen.”
6. “Iris, in the movies, we have leading 
ladies and we have the best friend. You, 
I can tell, are a leading lady, but for 
some reason, you’re behaving like the 
best friend.”
7. “Who gave you permission to tell 
Charlie there was no Santa Claus? I 
think if we’re going to destroy our son’s 
delusions, I should be a part of it.”
8. “I want to wash my hands, my face, 
my hair with snow.”

9. “We’re not just doing this for us. 
We’re doing it for the kids. For every 
kid who ever sat on Santa’s lap. For 
every little girl who left cookies and 
milk for Santa on Christmas night. For 
every little boy who opens a package 
Christmas morning and finds clothes 
instead of toys. It breaks my heart.”
10. “We all know that Christmas is a big 
commercial racket. It’s run by a big 
Eastern syndicate you know.” 
11. “I fear you more than any spectre I 
have seen. But as I know your purpose 
is to do me good, and as I hope to live to 
be another man from what I was, I am 
prepared to bear your company, and do 
it with a thankful heart. Will you not 
speak to me?”
12. “Seeing is believing, but sometimes 
the most real things in the world are the 
things we can’t see.”
13. “Light the lamp, not the rat, light the 
lamp, not the rat! Put me out, put me 
out, put me out!”
14. “Tell me something, Billy. How 
come a cute little guy like this can turn 
into a thousand ugly monsters?”
15. “Wanna see some magic? OK, let’s 
watch you disappear!”
16. “That’s not ‘my’ Christmas! ‘My’ 
Christmas is filled with laughter, and 
joy... and this: my Sandy Claws outfit. I 
want you to make it.” 
17. “That’s neither pig nor pork, it’s 
beef.”
18. “I passed through the seven levels of 
the Candy Cane forest, through the sea 
of swirly twirly gum drops, and then I 
walked through the Lincoln Tunnel.”
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Buy a Nina’s Buy a Nina’s 
Gift Card for Gift Card for 
the Perfect the Perfect 
Christmas Gift!Christmas Gift!

Italian Restaurant
32 South Broad St., Norwich
607-334-6278
Open 7 Days A Week

We can also cater your 
holiday parties with our 
delicious Italian cuisine.

•Main Courses
•Desserts
•Everything
   on our menu

Call us for pricing 
and more info.

Rte 41 between Greene & Smithville Flats
Open Tues., Wed., & Fri. 9 am - 5 pm
Thurs., 9 am - 6 pm; Sat. 9 am - 2 pm

www.millsfarmsupply.com

LOCAL MILK - EGGS  - MEAT - PRODUCE

607-656-4186

See us for your Holiday Shopping for
FAMILY • PETS • HOLIDAY COOKING

Large Selection 
of Bulk Foods 

for Your Holiday 
Baking Needs

Stop By & Check Us Out -You Will Be Pleasantly Surprised

DRY SHOD 
BOOTS
for the 
Entire Family

•  Bird Feeders & Seeds
•  Dog and Cat Toys, Leashes and Food
•  Livestock Supplies & Feeds

Custom 
Holiday 

Gift 
Baskets

Corner of East Main Street and East River Road, Norwich

HOURS: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 9-5; Wed. 9-7

We wish you all a

Very Happy
Holiday 
Season

and a 
Healthy New Year
-from the family at Chenango Vision Center

Holiday shopping season typically begins the day after Thanksgiving and 
extends all the way to Christmas Eve. While that’s a considerable amount of 
time for shoppers to find gifts for everyone on their shopping list, many 
people will still find themselves putting holiday shopping off until the last 
minute.
In certain ways, last-minute holiday shopping is easier than ever. Thanks to 
online retailers who can ship products overnight, men and women who delay 
their holiday shopping have more options at their disposal than they did 
before the arrival of the Internet. And unlike the days of yore when the best 
deals were largely exclusive to Black Friday, some shoppers find that 
competition between online retailers and traditional brick-and-mortar stores 
is so great that deals can be found regardless of when they begin shopping. 
But while waiting until the last minute to begin holiday shopping may not be 
as risky as it used to be, shoppers may still benefit by sticking to certain 
strategies so they can find the perfect gifts without breaking the bank.
• Stay within your budget. Even last-minute shoppers have holiday shopping 
budgets. But it can be harder for last-minute shoppers to stick to their 
budgets because they have less time to comparison shop and hunt for deals. 
As the holiday shopping season winds down, resist the temptation to go over 
budget. If a gift you had in mind is available but more than you can spend, 
look for something else. Overspending on holiday shopping in December is 
a recipe for debt in January, and no shopper wants to begin the new year 
weighed down by consumer debt.
• Shop local. National chains and big box retailers are renowned for rolling 
out great deals during the holiday season, but such stores may have very 
limited or unimpressive inventory left by the time last-minute shoppers begin 
shopping. Local retailers are often incapable of slashing prices as 
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Canal Street Hardware & Supply, LLC
3 South Canal Street, Oxford • 607-843-6929

Hours: 7 am-6 pm M-F, 9 am-2 pm Sat. & Sun.

Choose from:
• Toys by ERTL & Bruder
• Tricycles
• Sleds • Wagons

• Locally produced
Maple Sugar Candy

For The Handyman 
On Your List:
• Hand Tools
• Work Boots
• Milwaukee Power Tools
• Hydraulic Hoses

made while you wait

If there is something you are looking for... 
there is a good chance we have it or can get it.

The Holidays 
    are here at
Canal Street Hardware

significantly as their larger 
competitors, and that may 
mean they have more 
extensive inventories available 
throughout the holiday 
shopping season. In addition, 
shoppers who stick with local 
retailers won’t have to pay 
shipping costs to ensure items 
arrive on time.
• Shop during off-peak hours. 
Shopping during off-peak 
hours can help last-minute 
shoppers make efficient use of 
the limited time they have to 
buy gifts for their loved ones. 
Visit stores early in the 
morning or late at night, or 
schedule a midweek afternoon 
shopping trip so you aren’t 
spending what little time you 
have left waiting on lines or 
hunting for parking.
• Give something less 
traditional. Holiday gifts need 
not come from stores. Rather 
than spending their time 
shopping for gifts for loved 
ones who seemingly have it 
all, last-minute shoppers can 
give the gift of a donation in 
their loved one’s name. Last-
minute shoppers who want to 
give something more tangible 
can create a homemade gift 
that’s both unique and heartfelt. If your DIY skills are lacking, give a loved 
one the gift of a night out on the town at your expense.
Shoppers who wait until the end of the holiday shopping season to begin their 
searches for holiday gifts can still find great gifts without going broke.  
GG169376
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GREAT SELECTION, BEST PRICES, UNMATCHED CUSTOMER SERVICE

Give the Gift 
of Camping!

Delicious 

Salads

Hot ‘N 

Toasty

A Subway Gift Card makes a Great Stocking Stuffer.
Pick one or more up today at:

Rte. 12 South Plaza
Norwich, NY
607-336-6450

Regular 6” Sub

$25 Gift Card

Free

Fresh Subs

Custom Platters

available for holiday parties

Every Christmas Eve, children go to bed eagerly anticipating a visit from 
Santa Claus. This merry gentleman is purported to visit the home of every 
good girl and boy, delivering gifts and  cheer along the way.
Before the modern evolution of Santa Claus lived a very real and generous 
individual named Nicholas. In the third century, Nicholas served as the 
Bishop of Myrna in present-day Turkey. He had a reputation for secret gift-
giving, believing that giving should be done secretly and sacrificially in Jesus 
Christ’s name rather than one’s own.
Stories tell of Nicholas paying the dowry for poor daughters to enable them to 
get married. He reportedly put coins in the shoes of those who left them out 
for him. It is believed Nicholas helped to restore the hope of hundreds of 
people in his community, making him a beloved and revered Bishop. 
Throughout his ministry, Nicholas fervently shared his life and fortune with 
others. 
Nicholas continued to be revered and commemorated by many Christians 
even after his death. His charity and unselfish works helped inspire 
generations of the faithful, and he eventually was named the patron saint of 
everyone from merchants to sailors to pawnbrokers. 
No one really knows what St. Nicholas looked like. But in 2005, a forensic 
laboratory in England reviewed historical data and photographs of the remains 
taken from St. Nicholas’ grave in the 1950s. Researchers concluded that he 

The Man 
Behind 
The Beard

was a small man, perhaps no 
more than five feet in height, 
with a broken nose.
This image certainly does 
not fit with the robust frame 
and other imagery awarded 
St. Nicholas in more modern 
years. St. Nicholas is 
believed to be the inspiration 
for Santa Claus, which was a 
name taken from the Dutch 
Sinterklaas, a contracted 
form of Sint Nicolass, or St. 
Nicholas. 
Tales of the real St. 
Nicholas’ giving spirit were 
blended with a fictional 
personification by New York-
based newspaper writers who 
blended the St. Nicholas 
name with the appearance of 
a Dutch town citizen. The 
goal was to reach out to the 
primarily Dutch immigrants 
living in New York at the 
time. This jolly elf image 
was given a boost by the 
publication of “A Visit From 
St. Nicholas,” which was 
published around the same 
time.
Eventually, the merry Santa 
Claus portrayal began to 
outshine the more accurate 
St. Nicholas version as a 
religious man, fostered by political drawings and caricatures that depicted 
Santa as a chubby sort in a red suit. That image prevails to this day.
Beneath the Christmas symbolism, the beard and the presents associated with 
Santa Claus lies a tale of generosity that originated with St. Nicholas.  
HL14C780
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Christmas Cards by Lang
and Designer Greetings

Hours
Mon.-Fri. 8 am to 8 pm
Saturday 8 am to 6 pm
Sunday 8 am to 1 pm

Not Sure 
What To Give?

Gift 
Cards

Make Perfect
Gifts

“ ON THE PARK”  • 10 LAFAYETTE PARK, OXFORD

PHONE 843-2841

BARTLE’S
PHARMACY INC.

Our Gift Department is
Full of Collectibles

Christmas 
Under $20

•Yankee Candles
•Gooseberry Patch – 

Quick & Easy Christmas 
Cookbook

•Lang Calendars
•Picture Frames
•Necklaces • Jewelry
•Christmas Wall Signs
•Light-up Glass Ornaments

Russell 
Stovers

Other 
Great 
Gift 
Ideas:
• Calendars • Cards • Stuffed Animals
• Whitman Chocolates• Books • Magazines
• Russell Stover• Gift Certificates

ENAMELWARE Beautiful glassware 
everyone would love 
to give or receive!Nice selection to choose from

Lang Calendars
Blue Mountain 

Calendars

SCARVES & SHAWLS

• Comfort Knit Wraps
• Infinity Scarves

TOYS and GAMES
by Melissa & Doug

100
YEARS
1905-2005

Warmies
Warm Me in a Microwave
Soothing Warmth and Comfort for 
All Ages Gently Scented with 
French Lavender

2 SIZES 
AVAILABLE

•Yankee Candles •Blue Mountain Calendars
•Lang Calendars

Lang 
Puzzles

300 to 1000 piece 
puzzles

Great Selection 
of Ladies Sweaters 

& Leggings
Many styles, sizes, 

and colors.

Socks Always 
Make Great Gifts

Large selection to choose 
from. Lots of colors, 

patterns & sizes.

Nice Selection of

Decorative
Holiday 

Ornaments


